On Failure, Effort, and Complacency

“I've missed more than 9,000 shots in my career; I've lost almost 300 games. Twenty six times I've been
trusted to take the game winning shot and missed. I've failed over and over and over in my life. And that's
why | succeed!"

--Michael Jordan

“I can accept failure, everyone fails at something. But | can't accept not trying.”

--Michael Jordan

“l have been impressed with the urgency of doing. Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Being willing is
not enough; we must do. Progress is not created by contented people. It is up to us, you and me, to be
uncomfortable in complacency, to refrain from being spectators, and to be players in the game of life.”

--Elder Russell C. Taylor of the First Quorum of the Seventy, “The Joy of Service,” Ensign, Nov 1984, 23

Too Many Daves by Theodor Geisel

Did | ever tell you that Mrs. McCave

Had twenty-three sons and she named them all Dave?
Well, she did. And that wasn't a smart thing to do.
You see, when she wants one and calls out, "Yoo-Hoo!
Come into the house, Dave!" she doesn't get one.

All twenty-three Daves of hers come on the run!

This makes things quite difficult at the McCaves'

As you can imagine, with so many Daves.

And often she wishes that, when they were born,

She had named one of them Bodkin Van Horn

And one of them Hoos-Foos. And one of them Snimm.
And one of them Hot-Shot. And one Sunny Jim.

And one of them Shadrack. And one of them Blinkey.
And one of them Stuffy. And one of them Stinkey.
Another one Putt-Putt. Another one Moon Face.
Another one Marvin O'Gravel Balloon Face.

And one of them Ziggy. And one Soggy Muff.

One Buffalo Bill. And one Biffalo Buff.

And one of them Sneepy. And one Weepy Weed.
And one Paris Garters. And one Harris Tweed.

And one of them Sir Michael Carmichael Zutt

And one of them Oliver Boliver Butt

And one of them Zanzibar Buck-Buck McFate ...

But she didn't do it. And now it's too late.



